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A community following Jesus, seeking renewal in our city.
What is renewal, and how do we seek it?

Revelation 21:1-5a

Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any
sea. | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “L.ook!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.



There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the
throne said, “I am making everything new!”

Renewal is what God is doing in the world.

Renewal is what God is doing in the world. Therefore, we don’t
bring renewal, we join God in the renewal he is already bringing.

Two Part Gospel:
1. Born a sinner, bound for hell
2. Jesus saves, get to go to heaven

“Christianity is seen as the way to personal forgiveness, peace,
inner strength but not an interpretation of reality that affects every
single thing we do.”

- Tim Keller

The Whole Gospel:
1. Creation: God created the world as good, | was made in
God’s image
2. Fall: Sin entered the world through disobedience
3. Redemption: Life & the availability of God’s presence through
Jesus
4. Restoration: The renewal of all things

We all imagine life in terms of ought to be, is, can, or will be.



“We think about life the way it ought to be only because of Creation.
There is a design in it. We only recognize the life that is because of
the Fall; there is a default. WWe only think about what we can do to
make life better because of Redemption. And finally, we only dream
about what will be because we're made for eternity, the final
Restoration. That’s our destiny. This universal pattern can only be
explained by the gospel. It can’t be explained by the Eastern family
of faiths. It can’t be explained by Darwin or Nietzsche.”

- Mike Metzger

“To live strongly and creatively in the Kingdom of God, we need to
have firmly fixed our minds on what our future is to be like.”
- Dallas Willard



